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By the 1960s, the RIT
distribution channels were not fit
for purpose




Although channels
were relined with
concrete Iin the
1930s, there were
problems with
retaining water.

Yabbies dug holes in
the channels which
meant water
escaped.

Also, there was
significant
evaporation and
around 50% wastage
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The RIT Rehabilitation Advisory
Committee (R.I.T.R.A.C) was set up
In 1966 to oversee the rehabilitation

program




The Committee:

Murray Price, Joe Barrington, Vic Zadow , Laurence Pedler (Vice Chairman), Rod

Maddocks (Engineer/Manager), Stan Heritage (Chairman), Harry
Pitt, Don Tripney (Secretary)

Katekar , Tom

Source: Murray Pioneer 14 July 1966




In 1968 it was decided to replace channels
with pipes

Advantages

A Can be Iinstalled on road reserves
Instead of following contours
across properties

A Reduced maintenance costs

A Eliminate wastage of water and
seepage to adjoining properties

A Better control of water
distribution with less supervision




There are still
channels in NSW
and Victoria today
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Diagram of the RIT pipeline system (1970s)




Timeline

New main
pumping
station First pipe
proposed installed Last pipe laid Government
loans repaid
l 1966 ‘ 1972 1978
1965 1968 1977 2021

Rehabilitation Channels
committee set up Main pumping removed

station opened




RIT employed extra staff to assist
with the program such as civil
engineers, draftsmen, surveyors

and pipe laying gangs

?,%$,Z0 0%U, %- 1",
on the program




AN g




L: Rod Maddocks, Engineer Manager and John Diggins, Civil Engineer (1968
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Peter Quigley, draftsman, technical officer and works overseer for channel removal (1961 -1992)
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Photo taken by Ray Najar February 1972




Joe Oceipa (1968 -1990) and Chris  Stoeckel (1970-1983) G Draftsmen
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Photo taken by Ray Najar November 1972




March 1974 Ray | 7 , 7 Rsfday at the Trust (middle). Tom Pitt (chairman) on far left, Malcolm
Gallasch on far right
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Ray was employed by the Trust from 1967 -1974. He was the senior design draftsman from 1970 -1974
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Kathy Joannou , Ray Najar, Chris Wright, Chris Glatz, Leonie Whitehead (1974 )

Don Tripney (trainee channelman 1954, Clerical staff
1955, Secretary 1966 -1990)

Members of the RIT surveying and drafting team




David Flint, chainman, drafting officer, technical Chris Glatz and Jenny Leedle (office staff) in the RIT
officer (1972 -2017) with his new wife Chris in 1974 basement (1974 Flood) Photos taken by Ray Najar







1968

First delivery of
reinforced concrete
for Rising Main A
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1969

The installation of rising
mains
started in Ninth Street




1969 Excavation for Rising Mains - Ninth Street










Ninth Street




